G8 Opposed in Aotearoa 


On 6-8 July this year, the leaders of the Group 
of Eight (G8) richest countries meet at the ex¬ 
clusive resort of Gleneagles, Scotland, to do 
what rich men like to do best: a round of golf, 
and a round of talks on how to continue domi¬ 
nating the world. 

The leaders of the USA, UK, France, Italy, 
Germany, Japan, Canada and Russia will be 
there, along with the President of the Europe¬ 
an Union. They will be talking about some of 
the big issues affecting the world today: third 
world debt, climate change, the situations in 
Africa and the Middle East. But there will be 
no representatives of indebted poor countries 
taking part in the summit, no villagers affected 
by flood and drought, no women, no Africans, 
no people from the Middle East. In fact none 
of the people actually affected by the issues on 
the G8 agenda will be represented at the sum¬ 
mit. What’s more, the global problems being 
discussed by the G8 are largely caused by the 
self-interested actions of these same rich gov¬ 
ernments, acting on behalf of economic elites. 

In the same week as the G8 summit, tens of 
thousands of people in Scotland and around 
the world will be organising to take the power 
back. We will be exposing the root causes of 
climate change and poverty in campaigns to 
reclaim power for our communities over the 
fate of our environment, economy and soci¬ 
ety. 

People in Wellington are organising events 
to oppose the G8 agenda. We will be drawing 
attention to the root causes of poverty and cli¬ 
mate change with protests against free trade 
agreements and coal mining in Aotearoa. We 
will also be organising a teach-in and an inde¬ 
pendent media centre to bring you news and 
analysis of the global issues, as they affect us 
here in Aotearoa. 

Neo-liberalism came to Aotearoa as “Rog- 
ernomics” in 1984. Policies such as cutting 



public services, assets and trade regula¬ 
tions benefited a minority, while increasing 
inequality and poverty. The current Labour 
government is continuing a neo-liberal eco¬ 
nomic policy with the negotiation of free 
trade agreements. 

In Aotearoa, greenhouse gas emissions 
are 20% above 1990 levels and continue to 
rise. The government claims to be dealing 
with climate change, yet is allowing state- 
owned company Solid Energy to expand its 
coal-mining operations. The transport poli¬ 
cies of both local and national government 
continue to support a polluting car culture 
with projects like the Wellington inner-city 
“bypass”. 

www.g8wellington.tk 


W((i))ndy prints your voice so speak up! Send 
articles, opinions, or questions to: 

wellington@indymedia.org 

To receive 12 issues of W((i))ndy send a sug¬ 
gested donation of $10 (or more... cheques 
can be made out to Windy): Windymedia, 
P.O. Box 6387, 

Wellington 

Windymedia meet the second Wednesday of 
each month,7-8.30pm, 128 Abel Smith St 
New volunteers are welcome!! 


W((i))ndy is printed on recycled paper 



www.indymedia.org.nz 
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Vivisectors look for another venue 



Animal rights activists are claiming 
credit for forcing a vivisection confer¬ 
ence out of Wellington’s National Li¬ 
brary. 

The Australia and New Zealand 
Council for the Care of Animals in 
Research and Teaching (ANZCCART) 
conference, due to start on Sunday 26 
June, was to 
be hosted by 
the National 
Library but 
the library 
announced 
last week 
that ANZC¬ 
CART had 
cancelled 
the book¬ 
ing. Animal 
rights sup¬ 
porters had been sending letters and 
emails to National Library boss Penny 
Carnaby over its hosting of the ANZC¬ 
CART conference, and many library 
staff were unhappy about the confer¬ 
ence being held there. The National 
Anti-Vivisection Campaign (NAVC) 
had promised noisy protests through¬ 
out the three-day conference. 

NAVC spokesperson Mark Eden 
said he believed ANZCCART had can¬ 
celled the booking because of fear of 
protest. “We believe the ANZCCART 


conference will still be going ahead at an¬ 
other secret location in Wellington, but 
we will find them. ANZCCART promotes 
and defends killing animals in useless ex¬ 
periments and wherever they go we will 
follow them, until they stop torturing ani¬ 
mals.” 

The fact that they have canceled the 
venue book¬ 
ing only two 
weeks out 

from the con¬ 
ference shows 
there was 


some serious 
problems be¬ 
tween them 
and the Na¬ 
tional Library. 
The Library 
are claiming 
the decision had nothing to do with them, 
but we know that many Library staff had 
made their opposition known to the man¬ 
agement and several had been planning 
to join the protests 

Anyone planning on coming to Wel¬ 
lington for the protests should assume 
that everything is going ahead. NAVC will 
be holding a major anti-vivisection 
protest in Wellington on Sunday 
26 June at lpmstarting at parlia¬ 
ment grounds. 

http://www.stopvivisection.org.nz 



Coming Activities: 

Sat 25 June: 7pm, Anti Vivisection dinner at St. Johns 

2nd-9th July: G8 activities in Wellington. Check www.gSwellington.tk for 

details. Indymedia Centre at 166 Cuba St. 

Fri. 8th July: 11:45am, Midland Park, Demonstration - Stop the G8 and 
Climate Change, Free Trade Costs the Earth 

Fri. 8th July: 7:30pm, Film night at Thistle Hall, ‘Berlusconi’s Mousetrap’ 









Report from Bolivia — Carnival of the Oppressed | Restaurant workers organise, 1000 join Unite! 



I am currently travelling around Bolivia 
just at a time when the country is on the 
brink of revolution. For the last two weeks 
the country has been crippled by road¬ 
blocks, strikes and mass demonstrations 
calling for the nationalisation of the natu¬ 
ral gas industry and for a new constitution 
to give more power to the impoverished in¬ 
digenous people of the highlands. 

Over the last two weeks, the situation has 
been gradually intensifying, with the Presi¬ 
dent resigning and roadblocks now cover¬ 
ing almost the entire country except the 
South West where I am at present. Alas, the 
country is not united, with reactionary ele¬ 
ments in the south east calling for autono¬ 
my - these being the two richest provinces 
and home to the natural gas industry which 
has sparked the uprising. 

Because of the roadblocks, I can only get 
into Bolivia as far as the mining town of Po- 
tosi (also the highest town in the world at 
4000m and the site where indigenous and 
African slaves used to toil away to bankroll 
the Spanish Empire). Despite this being a 
small town (about the size of Dunedin) the 
atmosphere here is no less revolutionary. 

Yesterday I got my first real taste of the 
revolutionary spirit in the country. I just 
happened to be walking up a hill behind 
town when I came across a few people car¬ 
rying a banner. I asked to take a photo¬ 
graph and they told me that a march would 
be starting in 20 minutes demanding the 
nationalization of the gas and to oppose the 
separatist movement in the South East. As 
time went on the crowd grew and I was in¬ 
vited to join the march by one of the miners 
and a water cooperative worker. I was able 
to practice my limited Spanish with him as 
we marched along and his opinion was that 


the problem was capitalists exploiting and 
running away with the money just as they 
do everywhere. The difference here was 
that the anticapitalist spirit was not just 
limited to a few activists - it was every¬ 
where and the degree of class consciousness 
was huge. As the march went on, it grew 
in size to about 5000, and snaked around 
the streets almost in silence except for loud 
bangs of dyanmite being fired into the air. 
In the capital La Paz, the dynamite is used 
against the Police, but here it is merely used 
for sound effects. The miner I was walking 
next to had a small stick of the stuff in his 
pocket, and at one of the intersections he 
stopped the march, waited for the people 
in front to clear out, told bystanders to 
stand back and proceeded to detonate the 
stuff. The bang was deafening and I could 
feel the blast on my chest standing 20 me¬ 
tres away: I wouldn’t like to be one of the 
cops having it go off by my feet! 

After this the march snaked into the pla¬ 
za for speeches and it was here that the full 
size and significance became apparent. As 
we stood near the front, a group of about 
500 to 1000 old women, all clothed in the 
traditional dress filed past. I was told that 
90% of these women live in poverty and 
the sight of them filing past in silence can¬ 
not be described. 

As the days and weeks pass, the outcome 
of this most recent ‘lucha de clases’ or class 
conflict will become apparent. One can only 
hope now that it is the currently oppressed 
classes who win, and that the tragic history 
of so many working class uprisings is not 
repeated here in Bolivia. 

SamFlewett (abridged) 


Over the last few weeks, 900 Auckland res¬ 
taurant workers from McDonalds (500), 

KFC (300), Starbucks (90) and Pizza Hut 
(80) joined the new Unite campaign for 
decent pay and working conditions for 
restaurant workers. These workers, along 
with the 300 Burger King workers and 35 
Denny’s workers, will be part of a push for 
collective employment agreements at job 
sites. Over the past month recruitment has 
tripled the numbers of workers involved 
in the campaign to 1300, all of whom 
will benefit from a collective agreement 
and union representation. 

Bargaining has been initiated for a Col¬ 
lective Agreement on behalf of restaurant 
workers at KFC, Pizza Hut and Starbucks. 
Unite negotiators and workers’ reps will meet 
with Restaurant Brands management in July. 
Unite plans to set up meetings of workers reps 
in different areas to discuss claims and to co¬ 
ordinate information. 

Bargaining has also been initiated with Mc¬ 
Donalds. Unite are already representing work¬ 
ers who have missed pay rises, gone unpaid 
several weeks, or received warnings that seem 
unfair. Unite membership is growing quickly 
with 500 McDonalds workers joining in just 
five days! 

Unite is a unique trade union. Unlike tra¬ 
ditional unions Unite is not restricted to any 
particular sector. Specifically Unite focuses on 
four areas: 

1. Improving wages and working conditions for 
our members by organising and negotiating 
company-wide and area collective contracts 

2. Advising and assisting anyone on individual 
employment contracts 

3. Protecting any member who is unlawfully 
dismissed or unfairly treated at work by pro¬ 
viding legal representation 

4. Providing on-call legal and employment ad¬ 
vice to workers 


Unite is able to represent and negotiate on 
behalf of anyone who works in any occupa¬ 
tion, whether full-time, part-time or casual. 

The union has an office in Wellington. Con¬ 
tact Grace on 385 2529. 

www.unite.org.nz 


Linux install-fest for grrls 


Calling all women who are interested in 
hands-on learning about Linux! There will 
be a Linux Install-Fest for Grrls in Welling¬ 
ton on Saturday 25 June. 

Bring your computer and friendly female 
professionals will help you to install Linux 
and work out how to use it. If you don’t want 
to install it yourself, you can come along 
and help someone else, look over shoul¬ 
ders, learn about Linux and open source 
software, ask questions and have fun. 

This Install-Fest has been partly inspired 
by Electric Tech Carnival. For further infor¬ 
mation and to register your interest, email 
helen@creative-catalyst.com 









